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Important Information about the Kettering City School District’s 

Permanent Improvement Levy

The Kettering City School District currently has a 
.60-mill Permanent Improvement Levy on the books. 
This levy generates approximately $600,000 a year. 

Of the 16 school districts located in Montgomery County, 11 have 
higher PI Levy millage amounts than Kettering, but only one 

of these districts (Centerville) is larger than Kettering. 

This new PI Levy will replace the current PI Levy and will provide 
the district with much-needed funds for four major areas.

LEVY FACTS:

• 3.4-mill Permanent Improvement Levy

• Cost to the owner of a $100,000 home: $8.16 per month more than what homeowners are paying 
on today’s existing PI Levy.

• What is a Permanent Improvement, or “PI” Levy?
 ശ A PI Levy generates funds that are used to maintain, update or improve upon items that have 

a lifespan of five years or more, hence the use of the word “permanent” in a Permanent 
Improvement Levy.

• 3-5-year Implementation Plan.

• Will keep the Kettering City Schools off the ballot for new money until at least 2019.

FISCALLY CONSERVATIVE APPROACH:

• The PI Levy currently in place does not generate enough funds to adequately maintain and update 
the district’s facilities and equipment purchases. Consequently, operating dollars from the General 
Fund have to be used to cover needed repairs, maintenance, and equipment and vehicle purchases.

• Many of the projects that are on this list – for example, safety and security upgrades, concrete 
and asphalt repairs, replacement of the turf on Roush Stadium, roof repairs and replacements and 
technology equipment upgrades – are improvements or replacements that will have to take place, 
whether or not Kettering residents approve the PI Levy in March.

• As structured, the March 15th PI Levy will keep more than $32 million in the classroom over the next 
10 years by significantly reducing the need to transfer General Fund dollars to the district’s current 
PI fund to pay for needed purchases.

• The March 15th PI Levy will allow the district to establish a maintenance and upgrade plan that 
will result in a much more efficient use of tax dollars, versus the “band aid” approach the district 
currently uses to maintain its facilities and grounds.

• With the resulting proper planning and maintenance, the March 15th PI Levy will protect Kettering 
taxpayer’s investments for generations to come.



WHAT AREAS WILL BE 
IMPACTED BY THE PI LEVY:

(1) Facilities, Operations and Safety
• Safety and security upgrades, including the installation of additional interior and exterior 

cameras to monitor buildings and grounds and upgrades to existing keypad entry systems.

• Repairs, replacements and maintenance of the district’s 1-million-square-feet of roofing.
 ശ Replacing a roof on an elementary building costs approximately $650,000; replacing 

the roof on a unit at the high school or middle school can cost as much as $450,000. 

• Repairs to and maintenance of the 1.3-million-square-feet of parking lots,  
curbing and concrete.

• Maintenance of and energy-efficient improvements to HVAC systems  
(Heating, Ventilation and Cooling.) 

• Replacement of three school buses a year. 
 ശ This will allow the district to replace a bus after 20 years of service, versus the current 

23 years, thereby keeping our fleet safe, functional and efficient.

• Replacement of auditorium bleachers at Indian Riffle and John F. Kennedy  
elementary schools.

 ശ The bleachers at the two schools are original to the buildings when they  
were built as junior high schools in 1962 and 1966, respectively. 

(2) Curriculum and Classroom Support...
Textbooks and Technology

Technology

• A state “Straight A” Grant allowed the district to make major 
infrastructure upgrades, implement a 1:1 initiative for every 
student in the district, update media centers district wide and 
purchase instructional software.

• Funds from the PI Levy will be used to maintain and update 
this technology so that students today and in the future in 
the Kettering Schools will have the tools they need to be 
successful in 21st-century classrooms and to be college- and 
career-ready when they graduate.

Textbooks

• The Kettering City School District has a “textbook adoption” schedule in place 
that keeps the most up-to-date books in the hands of students.

• Hard copy textbooks will continue to be a mainstay in math, science and social 
studies classrooms, while English/language arts classrooms are seeing hard copy 
textbooks partnered with digital textbooks and supplemental materials.

Furniture replacements for classrooms,  
media centers, cafeterias, conference rooms, etc. 

Musical instrument repairs and replacements

• 60 percent of middle school students and more than 30 percent of high school 
students participate in music programs – well above the national average for 
student participation in school-based music programs.

• The PI Levy will help support the music programs for students in our 
elementary, middle and high schools.



(3) Next-Level Student Programming
D.L. Barnes Building

• Kettering Alternative Program (KAP) 
 ശ Update classrooms 
 ശ Increase building security 

• Conduct Community Focus Groups/Informational Meetings to analyze the 
future of the Barnes Building. 

• The D.L. Barnes Building houses the Kettering Alternative Program, Fairmont 
Transition Services and the Family Literacy program, as well as all of the 
district’s administrative departments. A security system will be implemented 
that provides the same level of safety for students and staff that is in place at 
the district’s other 12 school buildings.

• In addition, the Barnes Building – 
constructed in 1929 – is in need of 
major repairs. The estimate provided 
to the district by a structural architect 
for completing just the basic repairs 
that can no longer be put off – HVAC 
upgrades, roofing replacement, window 
replacements and general repairs – is in 
the neighborhood of $7 million. Based on 
community input, a decision will have to 
be made as to the future of the building. 
Funds from the proposed PI Levy will be 
used either for the needed upgrades to 
the building, including added security 
measures, or for the purchase of space at 
an alternate location to house the various 
programs and departments now located in 
the Barnes Building. 

All-Day  Kindergarten  
and Expansion of Preschool Opportunities

• 77 percent of community members surveyed  
in 2015 favor all-day kindergarten opportunities for students. 

• 74 percent of community members surveyed  
in 2015 favor expanded preschool opportunities for 3-4-year-olds.

• Implementing an all-day kindergarten program is a two-step process involving 
(1) the construction of additional classroom space and (2) the hiring of the 
needed staff. The proposed PI Levy would provide the funds needed to add the 
classroom space. PI dollars cannot be used to pay salaries or benefits for staff 
members, so the district would have to look to other funds to add the staff 
needed to implement an all-day kindergarten program.

• Currently, the Kettering City Schools would not receive additional state funding 
for the implementation of all-day kindergarten. There is a growing understanding 
at the state level of the benefits of all-day kindergarten, and the district will 
continue to lobby our state legislators to change the current funding formula to 
allow the Kettering City Schools to receive the full funding to implement  
all-day kindergarten. 

“When children are young, 
they are learning sponges. 

Every new experience,
every word they learn, 

every behavior they adopt, 
is an investment 

in a more fruitful future.“
– VICKI PALMER, FOUNDER OF TIC TAC TEACH.COM



Career Tech Center

• The focus is on expanded offerings and classroom space for programs with a proven 
track record of employability. 

• During Sophomore Recruiting Day, 55 percent of the 10th graders at Fairmont 
High School expressed an interest in registering for one of the 11 programs 
offered at the Fairmont CTC, this is 15 percent greater than the current 
capacity of the programs. 

• The CTC recently conducted its annual survey with Kettering’s 6th-
9th-grade students. The students were asked to identify the top 
“highly employable” career fields they would be interested in 
pursuing through the Fairmont Career Tech Center. Six of the 
top career fields – criminal justice, education, veterinary 
science, cosmetology, exercise science and fire science 
– are not currently offered through the Fairmont CTC, 
suggesting a need to expand programming to meet 
the future career preferences of students. 

• The CTC is partnering with the Kettering Fire 
Department to establish a Fire Science Career 
Tech program, with an eye toward the fall 
of 2017 as a launch date for the program. 
The CTC will continue to look at these types 
of partnerships to expand on programs that will 
prepare students for in-demand career fields.

Auditorium Improvements

• Lighting

• Fly space

• Curtains

• Seating

• Acoustics

• Stages 
 ശ Stages in the high school and middle 

school auditoriums have not had significant 
upgrades or replacements in 20-30 years. 
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(4) Athletic Maintenance and Updates
• Turf replacement for Roush Stadium
• Turf installation at Soccer Stadium
• New irrigation system for the Baseball Field
• Bleacher replacements at Soccer/Track Stadium
• Bleacher replacements at Baseball and Softball Fields 
• Bleacher replacements at Roush Stadium for Marching Firebirds 
• Directional signage throughout parking lots at Fairmont Campus 


